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BRECKLAND HOUSING ALLOCATIONS POLICY  

Summary: Cabinet are requested to recommend adoption of the Breckland Council Housing 
Allocations Policy.    

  

1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

1.1  Local Authorities are required by Part 6 of the Housing Act 1996 to publish details of 
their Housing Allocations Policy.  

1.2 The Housing Allocation’s Policy for the Breckland District sets out how it will prioritise 
applicants to the Housing Register for re-housing. Local Authorities are required to 
have regard to statutory requirements when drafting allocations schemes and must not 
discriminate, directly or indirectly, on grounds of race, gender, ethnicity or disability.  

1.3 As the Council is currently re tendering the contract to administer the housing register 
on the Council’s behalf, an allocations policy covering the Breckland District needs to 
be in place prior to the commencement of the new contract.   

2. KEY DECISION

2.1 This is a key decision

3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES

3.1 The matter raised in this report falls within the following Council priorities: 

 A safe and healthy environment

 A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities

 A prosperous place to live and work

4.      ALLOCATIONS POLICY FOR THE BRECKLAND DISTRICT 

4.1 An overarching Allocations Policy needs to be accompanied by an Allocations 
Scheme.   Peddars Way Housing Association, who currently operate the housing 
register on the Council’s behalf, have put in place an Allocations Scheme which sets 
out how an applicant’s relative housing need will be assessed.  This is attached at 
appendix one.   The scheme in operation in the Breckland District is a ‘points’ based 
system.  There is however no overarching Housing Allocations Policy in place at 
present.   

4.2 It is proposed that the policy be adopted on an interim basis as the move to a Choice 
Based Lettings in 2007/2008 will necessitate a new Breckland Allocations Policy and 
Scheme being adopted.  Extensive consultation will be undertaken with members, local 
communities, statutory and non statutory key stakeholders as part of this process.   

5. OPTIONS AVAILABLE

5.1 To recommend adoption of the policy 

5.2 To not recommend adoption of the policy



6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION

6.1  The publication of a housing allocations policy is a statutory requirement.   

6.2 As a new allocations policy and scheme will be required as part of the introduction of a 
Choice Based lettings Scheme, members are requested to adopt the policy as an 
interim measure to ensure the Council is fulfilling its statutory obligations.   

7. RECOMMENDATION

7.1 To recommend approval of the Breckland Allocations Policy  

Appendices: Draft Allocations Policy & Housing Allocations scheme.  

Include a footnote here as appropriate confirming compliance or otherwise with the following 
legislation:

 Equal Opportunities, 
 Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998, and 
 Human Rights Act 1998


